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DEVOTED TO THE ABOLITION OF CAPITAL PUNISMMENT, AND THE IMPROVEMENT OF PRISON DISCIPLINE, 











‘LET THE SIGHING OF THE PRISONER COME BEFORE THEE,—ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF THY POWER, PRESERVE THOU THOSE THAT ARE APPOINTED TO DIE.’—Braxe. 
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MOAN OF THE PRISONER. 
BY OLIVER JOHNSON. 
Sung by the Hutchinsons at Sing Sing, on Thanks- 
giving Day. 


The convict immiured in the prison’s cold cell, 
Away from the friends who have loved him.so well, 
{n silence sits musing on the scenes of the past, 
His heart fullof grief, his tears falling fast: 
How piercing his groans! how plaintive his moans— 
‘ 1’m only a Prisoner whom nobody owns.’ 

i tL. 
O sad was the hour when he turned from the way, 
And yielded his heart to the tempter a prey! 
The waves of despair how wildly they roll, 
As the darkness of night settles down on his soul! 
How piercing his groans! how plaintive his moans— 
‘I’m only a Prisoner, whom nobody owns.’ 

IL. 
0 Stn isa bitter and poisonous thing— 
It pierceth the soul with its dart and its sting; 
And naught bat Repentance can wipe out the stain, 
And the Convict restore to God’s favor again; 
How piercing his groans! how plaintive his moans— 
‘[’m only a Prisoner, whom nobody owns.’ 

IV. 
But hark to the truth which the Gospel proclaims 
To him that is bound in sin’s galling chains: 
‘Thou need’st not despair, for a Savior hath died, 
And bids thee, repentant, come stand at his side: 
He heareth thy groans? He pities thy moans!” 
The Prisoner is one whom bis Maker yet owns. 

Vv. 
O come at the call! heed the message of love 
Which the Spirit of God brings down from above! 
O turn from thy sins, cast thy follies away, 
And open thy heart to the Gospel’s bright ray: 
God heareth thy groans! He pities thy moans! 
The Prisoner is one whom his Maker yet. owns. 
VI. 

Treat kindly ye followers of Him 
Whose grace hath restrained you from outbreaking sin; 
© visit in mercy his dreary abode, 
And point out before him the heavenly road: 
O list to his groans—his pitiful moans— 
The Prisoner is one whom his Maker yet owns. 





THE STREAM OF LIFE. 


On, silvery streamlet of the fields, 
That flowest fall and free! 

For thee the rains of Spring return, 
The Summer dews for thee; 

And when thy latest blossoms die 
In Autumn’s chilly showers, 

The Winter fountains gush for thee, 
Till May brings back the flowers. 


Oh, Stream of Life! the violet springs 
But once beside thy bed; 
But one brief Summer, on tty path, 
The dews of heaven are shed. 

Thy parent fountains shrink away, 
And close their crystal veins, 

And where thy glittering current flowed, 


-is truly a punishment of no ordinary severity. 


PRISONS PRIM De 








For the Prisoner’s Friend. 
Where may Hanging be employed and 
where not? No, II, 

Ina Monarchy, honor is found to furnish the 
moving principle, the grand securing virtue which 
pervades every department of its complicated 
machinery. Hence, the endless variety of dis- 
tinction, its society presents—the pleasing array 
of rank and title ; and the inspiriting system of 
perpetual promotion. 


Distinction, the badge of honor, is the very 
life of the nobleman, and, the highest attainment 
worthy the exercise of body or mind. ‘To de- 
prive a nobleman of his title, or a subject of a 
lower rank of the liberty to pursue hia ambition, 


Hence we observe in the early ages of this goy- 
ernment, the list of capital crimes was consider- 
ably diminished. The mode of punishment, as 
far as is practicable, is adapted to the rank of 
the criminal—controlled by the controlling senti- 
ments of the offender, evinced by the station he 
occupies, and corporal punishment reserved for | 
him only, who might be supposed utterly desti- 
tute of honor, and moral foree, inaccessable to 
shame, and hardened to disgrace, 

Previous to the establishment of the British 
Monarchy almost all felonies were punishable 
with death: nor was it speedily that government 
became aware of the immense power in its con- 
trol, arising from the honors and distinctions at 
its disposal. ‘This, like all reforms, was gradual, 
consequently that system of attainder, which 
forms so prominent a part of English Law, should 
be regarded in connection with the age, as a code 
of sound philosophy, and right reason, 

Why then, may not ‘ axes rust, and racks and 
gibbets fall,’ since it has become possible for 
human courts to take vengeance onthe mind ; 
for we are much disposed to opine, that charac- 
ters of so desperate a nature as would yield to 
nothing short of death, would be but seldom 
found. 

Under an Aristozracy, where right to rule is 
hereditary in the hands of the Nobility, we find, 
as in a Despotism, but two general distinctions. 
Here the Nobility is everything, and the people 
nothing. ‘The spirit of emulation has no home 
here, for dignity is blood, and consequently not 
open to competition, as under a pure Monarchy, 
where all honor is centered in the Sovereign, 
all distinction at his disposal, and enterprise, and 
merit, invariably successful candidates, 

Not more firmly dues man hold on to life, than 
to Political Liberty. With the firmness of very 
instinct, does the idea attach itself to the mind, 
that Liberty ard happiness are inseparable.— 
’Tis the charm of all living—the touch-stone of 
every joy—the magic inspiration of every latd- 
able effort. For this, mations have bled—the earth 
has been saturated with human gore—and her 
world-wide plains have been strewed with the 
bleaching bones of every tribe. Before her mys- 
tic wand the world falls prostrate, and her altars 
blaze with the consuming sacrifice of present 
good, and man is accustomed to love that most, 
which is most conductive to his enjoyment of 
life. 

Those institutions which exhibit the fullest ac- 
knowledgement of popular right, most respect the 
claims of equality, and are ready to recognize the 
voice of the people, are those most dear to en- 
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Itis upon this pinciple of universal love of 
liberty, thata Republican Government has its 
foundation. Upon this political virtue, depend 
the permanence and perpetuity of all free institu- 
tions. 

Among men cherishing sentiments of this kind, 
what more severe penalty can be conceived, to 
which the guilty offender could be subjected, than 
a deprivation of liberty! That liberty to ob- 
tain which was pledged Life, Fortune and Sac- 
red Honor, and to preserve which, no sacrifice is 
deemed too great. ‘'Take away my liberty,’ says 
the man who knows but half its value, ‘ and please 
add a favor, by relieving me of life.’ To such 
a man deprived of freedom, ’tis the keenest pun- 
ishment to live. 

Punishment, under this form of government, 
more strictly perhaps than elsewhere, has a three 
fold object. 

Ist. The security of society. 

2d. The reformation of the criminal, and 

8d. To restrain all evil-disposed. 


That mode of punishment that best subserves 
oe purposes for which a penalty is inflicted is 
the mode to be adupted. 

The peculiar sentiments incident to republi- 
can institutions and which are wont to cluster 
about the standard of Liberty, places it in the 
power of the Legislature to render almost any 
probition a punishment. Whatever the Law 
calls punishment is so effectually. To deprive 
a Spartan of the power of lending out his wife or 
receive the wife of another, was regarded by 
that people as a most unwarantable innovation 
upon Spartan Liberty. 

The remedy employed against the repetition of 
any depredation or capital offence, ought to com- 
port with, or have reference to the seatiments of 
community, or the class from which the offender 
comes. 





The Execution on board the United States 
Ship St, Mary’s, 

We published afew wecks since, an account 

of the execution of a young man on board ofa 

United States ship, for striking an officer. We 

give below a letter written by a young man, 

addressed to his mother, who witnessed the aw- 

ful scene: 

U. S. Frigate, Cumberland, Antonio, Ligar- 

do Roads, Oct. 15, 1846. 
Dear Moruer: 


This is the second letter I have written within 
ten days, and as there isa vessel going to the 
United States, | cannot omit writing to you. | 
am going to give you a leaf from my Journrl, 
concerning a transaction which oecurred on board 
one of our National vessels, a shert time since, 
the particulars of which [ omitted in my last let- 
ter to you; it is concerning a young man, who 
forfeited his life on the gallows, for breaking one 
of the Laws 6f the Navy. I will go into detail 
and inform you of the whole transaction. 
pears that Samuel Jackson, (seaman,) belonging 
to the St. Mary’s, while under the influence of 
passion, wilfully struck his superior officer, 
while in the execution of his office. Accordingly, 
a Court Martial was convened on board the St. 
Mary’s, and Samuel Jackson was convicted, con- 


It ap- 


yard arm of the St. Mary’s. 
several instances of the same kind, in our Navy; 


crowd. 
have done his country service if called upon; but 
for his untimely rashness by which he suffered 
an ignominious death. 
taken down and put into his coffin; he then was 
carried on 
demmedand sentenced to suffer death at the fore | respect paid to his remains. 
There have been | do was done to save his life, but it was no avail. 
Peaee be to his ashes! and may he find peace and 














the day of his execution was appointed, On the 
day appointed for his execution all hands were 
called to witness his fate; the Marines were 
drawn upon the Quarter Deck with loaded mus- 
kets. The prisoner was then brought up attend- 
ed by the master at arms and others. He then 
gave a short speech to his ship-mates, warning 
them to beware of his sad_ fate, and break nont 
the laws of the Navy. He then was escorted to 
the gallows, and after he stood on the scaffold, 
I really thought the Commodore would reprieve 
him on the gallows, and it was the firm belief of 
every man that he would do so. But alas! it was 
not so, ‘The hour arrived, the Quarrentine flag 
was hoisted up the fore Royal Mast head of the 
St. Mary’s, which was the signal for all communi- 
cations to cease uutil the execution had taken 
place. The prisoner was then informed that his 
hour had arrived. He then, with a firm step 
that surprised me, stepped on the seaffold. Oh! 
mother, if, you could have seen him,—one so 
young and beautiful, hurried out of the world so 
soon, it would made your heart bleed for him. 
There he stood the. noblest. specimen of manly 
beauty that lever saw in. myli 

came rolling down his noble countenanee, asking 
forgiveness of his God, in the last moments of his 
existence and ‘all those whom he had offended, it 
would have made the most callous heart soften, 
though it had not the least prineiple of human 
feelings in him, and there he stood a beautiful 
statue, and there might be traced in hia features 
and countenance the mark of an intellect and 
mind far superior to his present situation. But I 
am transgressing from my melancholy tale. ‘The 
last minute of his existence arrived. He then 
adjusted the rope around his neck, after bidding 
his ship-mates farewell, we thought the Commo- 
dore woula reprieve him. No, he would not— 
the stern old veteran was inexorable; he wished 
to make an impression i. e. salutary impression 
on the minds-of all men, to govern and conquer 
their evil passions. Butas I said before, the firm 
belief of every man was that he would reprieve 
him on the gallows, and thereby make an im- 
pression on his mind that would never be erazed, 
except with life. The signal was made, the gun 
fired, and the next moment Samuel Jackson was 
no more,—his soul had taken its flight to its last 
resting place. At first | thought it was an effigy. 
But I soon found out the sad reality, the moment 
he hung suspended. It appeared as though a 
thunder bold had struck every man on board.— 
There they stood gaping with horror indiserib- 
able, on the unfortunate man. Not a word was 
spoken, but all participated in his untimely end. 
They thought the Commodore would reprieve 
him. But no, no! he was dead to all petitions. 
His life laid in his hands, By saying the word 
he could live or die. He argued that he was 
tried, convicted, and sentenced to death by an im- 
partial Court, and the law awarded it, and he 





should suffer by it accordingly; and he did suffer 
an ignominious death, to the horror of a gaping 


Thus ended the life of a man who would 


At 12 o’clock he was 


and interred, and the last 
All that man could 


shore 





but none where the Punishment of death was in- 








The dust alone remains. 





lightened men. 


flicted. Accordingly the sentence was read and 


happiness before that God, to whom he was so 
untimely sent. May he find comfort, and happiness 
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PRISONER’S FRIEND. 





peace for his soul. And now my task is ended— 
although a painful story to relate, I have indeav- 
ored to describe it as well as humble powers could 
do; but no words could describe or portray that 
solemn scene, It was awful to behold, and 
heart-rending to deseribe. 


Accept these few lines from your sen, 
Micuaer Sway. 


Congress at Frankfort on the Maine, apon the 
Subject of Prison Discipline. 

We have received several communications from 
England and Germany, recounting the proceed- 
ings of this remarkable assembly, with a view to 
consider the best means of promoting reform in 
prisons and in penallaw. ‘The Congress was pre- 
sided over by Mr. Mittermair, of Heidelberg, the 
eminent professor of law, and one of the most re- 
markable jurists of the age. Among the other of- 
ficers we notice Dr. Warreutroff, the author of 
the elaborate or searching review of the Reports 
of the Boston Prison Discipline. 

From a letter of Dr. Julius of Berlin, whose 
practical acquaintance with prisons is unsur- 
passed, we make the following extract, which 
gives a view of the action of the Congress. 

Beruiy, 22d October, 1836, 

‘The mentioned Congress has been held on the 
28th, 29th and 30th September, at Frankfort, and 
its results having surpassed my most sanguine ex- 
pectations, | send them in French herewith en- 
closed. You will find that we counted seventy- 
five Members, whereof forty-six Germans, and 
twenty-nine foreigners, among whom there were 
six Englishmen, six Frenchmen, six Swedes and 
Norwegians, five Dutchmen, two Swiss, and one 
from Belgium, Denmark, Poland and the United 
States, (Mr. Dwight.) Among the Germans, there 
were eight Judges or Presidents of Tribunals, 
seven Professors of law at the Universities, six 
Superintendants of Prisons, five Chaplains of 
Prisons, six Physicians, five Advocates, four Mem- 
bers of legislative bodies, &c. From abroad we 
saw in this Congress, four Chiefs of the adminis- 
tration of Prisons by Governments, three Inspec- 
tors General of Prisons, some Presidents or Sec- 
retaries of Prison Societies, three Prison Archi- 
tects, four Editors of Prison Journals, and on the 
whole, a mass of deep and thorough acquaintance 
with all subjects relating to Penal law end Prison 
dis ine, such as never before has been concen- 

one spot. The lights brought together 





could only illuminate all around them and build. 


a fire and kindle a flame, brightening not merely 
those standing by it, but likewise, the whole civ- 
ilized world on both sides of the Atlantic. 

The eight Resolutions, seven of wich were 
carried nearly unanin.ously, and one (the fourth) 
with a very great majority of more than two thirds 
of the Assembly, are contained in the enclosed 
paper. 

Mr. Dwight was likewise present. He spoke 
once, giving an account of what had been done 
by the Prison Discipline Society, for the impris- 
oned and alienated among their citizens. It was 
remarked, and I must confess with truth, that in 
this account, he said with some ambiguity, that 
according to that system each prisoner had his 
own cell, without mentioning by one expression 
whether the cells were merely for the night, or 
for the day and night. 

In a private conference Mr. Dwight had on the 
9thjof October, in my presence, with Dr. Varren- 
traff he was reluctantly compelled to acknowledge 
the exactness of this gentleman’s observations on 
the figures in his last Reports, which you have 
translated in the Law Reporter, and especially of 
the circumstance that there were fifteen erroneous 
figures in one small table. 

Another highly remarkable circumstance is, that 
Mr. Dwight carries along with him, and showed 
me, a model plan of a prison. ‘This plan consists 
of three wings for prisoners, three stories high, 
radiating from one central point or hall of Inspec- 
tion, with cells on both sides of each wing, and 
larger in cubic feet than those at Pentonville, ob- 
viously for day and night, though there are to be 
found in this plan, next to the wings, workshops 
for prisoners. Nothing in the world has ever aston- 
ished me more than this plan, and I doubt wheth- 
er any State in the world will ever agree to such 
a combination of the constructions and buildings 
of the Auburn and the Philadelphia systems. Its 
expenses must be enormous. 

I send you this letter, via England, through the 
kindness of Mr. Whitworth Russel, who spoke ad- 
mirably, and carried along with him at the meet- 

ing, the feelings of all the Members, and of the 
numerous public, from the first classes of German 
society. ‘This letter is dispatched in the moment 
I receive the enclosed paper, printed. 


Next year we shall meet about the same 
at Brussels, and I hope we shall see you 
with some other Americans. All the debates of 
the meeting will be a, printed in two e- 
ditions, one in German, the in French. As 
soon as the French edition ey — 
it to you. 

The moral impression) 
the Resolutions of the 





echidna: 
,in Germany is 


immense, and I trust it wade same case in 


America, as soon as you shall 
Mr. Dwight, who is 

the Secretary of the Boston Di 

ciety. He is now travelling in Euro 


meeting with Dr. Vare 


ic of his Reports. ‘Phe vom toe SR 


tled ‘ Prisons and Prisoners’ contained severe im- 
putatians upon the accuracy and character of the 
Reports. ‘lhis gentleman, we are informed, took 
the opportunity of stating before several members 
of the Congress, that he was prepared upon any 
platform either in Frankfort, or in London, before 
ten thousand people, to substantiate all that he | 
written and to retract nothing. Mr. Dwight did 
not accept a proposition to meet him in such a dis- 
cussion. Mr. Rotch, the barrister and magistrate 
of England, took an interest in the proceedings, 
and was prepared to reply to Mr. Dwightin the 
event of his renewing in the Congress the preju- 
dices which have unfortunately abounded in his 
reports. 

‘This Congries: may be regarded not only as an 
era in Prison Discipline, but in civilization. Such 
an assembly of good And learned men, drawn to- 
gether from so many nations for an object so pure 
and philanthropic as the welfare of prisoners, is a 
welcome sign of the humanity of our age. 

We present a translation of the Resolutions a- 
dopted by tse Congress. By the separate sys- 
tem of meant that system of Prison Discipline, 
which separates the prisoners absolutely from } 
each other, It is substantially the system of Phil- 
adelphia. ‘The opposite system is called the Con- 
gregate or social. it is substantially the system 
of Auburn, 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Ist. Persons suspected or accused, that 1s before trial, 
shall undergo separate or individual iuprisonment, so 
that there cun be no kind of communication between 
them and other prisoners, except where, on the demand | 
of the prisoners themselves, the magistrates think prop- 
or to allow them intercourse to a certain extent, within 
limits determined by the law. 

2d. Persons convicted should in general undergo sep- 
arate imprisonment, with the aggravations and mitiga- 
tions commanded by the nature of their offences and 
sentences, their character und conduct, in snch a man- 
ner that each prisoner shall be occupied in useful labor, 
that he shall enjoy daily exercise in the open air, that 
he shall partake of the benefits of religious, moral and 
other instruction, and of religious exercises, that he shall 
receive regularly the visits of a minister of his persua- 
sion, of the director, of the physician, and of members 
of the committees of inspection, besides other visits 
— may be allowed by the rules of the prison. 

. The preceding resolution shall apply especially to 
paauadl for Short terms of time. 

4th, Sepurate imprisonment shall be equally applica- 
ble to detentions for a long term; combining with it all 
the progressive miigations compatible with the wainte- 
nance of the principie of separation. 

5th. When the bodily or mental health of a prisoner 
shall require it, the government of the prison can sub- 
mit the prisoner to such treatment as shall be judged 
proper, and even allow him the solace of constant society ; 
without, however, in this case allowing him to meet oth- 
er prisoners. 

6th. ‘The separate orienns should be constructed so that 
each prisoner cun be present at the religions exercises, 
seeing and hearing the officiating clergyman, and being 
seen by him. but without interfering with the fundamen- 
tal principle of the separatiou of the prisoners from each 
other. 

7th. The substitution of the punishment of separate 
imprisonment for the punishment of imprisonment in 
common (the Congregate System) should have, as an 
immediate consequence, the shortening of the terms of 
jmprisoment, as they are determined by existing codes. 

8th. The revision of penal legislation, the organization 
by law of an inspector of prisons, and of committees of 
overseers, and the establishme..t of a board of patronage 
for discharged convicts, should be considered as an indis- 
pensable part of Penitentiary reform. 

Nore—The Resolutions, 1 to 3 and 5 to 8 wore pas— 
sed unanimously or nearly so; the 4th Resolution was 
passed by a very strong majority. 





Indolence leaves the door of the soul unlocked, and 
thieves and robbers go in and despoil if of- its treasures. 


Those are unfit and unworthy to rule over men, who 








Four men hung for killing one. 


Some of our readers may reinember that three 
men, the two Longs, and Granville Young, were 
‘eXecuted about a year ago for the murder of Col. 
Davenport, of lowa. The deed was perpetrated 
on the 4th of July, for the purpose of obtaining 
‘possession of his money. We now learn that 
John Baxter was executed last month for being a 


















Fe one mage Thus have four men 
been hung for killing one man. We also learn 
Meet agg to be tried 


son: should be executed for killing one man? 
he will answer this question? 








*1 SHALL ASK FOR THE ABOLITION OF THR PENALTY OF DEATH 
UNTIL | HAVE THE INFALLIBILITY OF HUMAN JUDGMENT DEMON- 
STRATED TO ME.’—-Lafayette. 





.- BOSTON: 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1846 
_ - 
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Treatment of the Criminal. 


JEsUS AND THE ADULTERESS. 
Among the numerous incidents in the eventful 
life of Jesus, no one is so interesting to the phi- 
lanthropist, as the interview of Christ and the 
Adulteress. By the stern Jewish law, she was 
condemned to an ignominious death. Her ac- 
cusers were anxious to witness the infliction of 
the penalty. ‘ Early in the morning,’ they search- 
ed out Jesus in the Temple, as though impatient 
for the dawn. ‘The great teacher saw the artful 
snare laid by the Jewish Sanhedrim. He saw 
involved in it his own ruin and the death of the 
culprit. What an interesting moment! What a 
company! Here stood the bigotted, and cruel 
Pharisee. By his side was the learned Scribe, 
ready to expound the law. Inthe midst was the 
| poor trembling criminal. No friend was there 
to plead her cause. Her guilt was evident; her 
doom appeared inevitable. The ‘ Friend of sin- 
ners’ looked on with wisdom and calmness. It 
was ‘early in the morning.’ The rising sun was 
at that moment beautifully illuminating that mag- 
nificent temple, giving light and animation to 
the material world; a fit emblem of that Son of 
Righteousness which is to give light and vigor to 
the moral, intellectual and spiritual worlds!— 
What a scene! The fate of Jesus turns upon 
the decision! Thé “future “condition of every 
criminal now hangs upon the verdict. The 
whole code of Moses is now to be established or 
abolished. ‘he death punishment is now to be 
perpetuated or forever repealed. On such a 
scene Heaven must have looked with the deepest 
interest. With perfect calmness, Jesus ‘stooped 
down and with his finger wrote ou the ground.’ 
In their eagerness for blood, with weapons in 
their hand, they continued asking him. How 
devoid of sympathy! How eager to condemn! 
What a fit illustration of the spirit that ha 
followed the eriminal from that day to the 
present moment! This spirit has built the dreary 
dungeon, and reared the gibbet. But hear the 
teacher from heaven: ‘He that is without sin 
among you, let him cast the first stone at her., 
What a withering rebuke! Shamed of them- | 
selves, her eagle-eyed enemies ‘ went out one by 
one, * * * and Jesus was left alone, stand- | 
ing in the midst.’ Then he said, ‘ Woman, where 
are those thine accusers? Hath no man con- 
demned thee? She said, ‘no man, Lord.’ And 
Jesus said unto her, ‘ Neither do | condemn thee. 
Go and sinno more? Whata decision! Eigh- 
teen centuries have rolled away and even now no 
government on earth dares to carry out the prin- 
ciple of Christ. What acowardly and selfish 
generation! We make the criminal; then fear- | 
ing the work of our own hands, we shut him up | 
in the solitary ceil, or hang him upon the gibbet! 
Oh! that we had more of the spirit of Christ! 
Then we should have his moral courage. He 
feared not to meet the” Criminal, nor encounter 
the Maniac. For he knew that he had never 
caused the ore nor produced the other. Society 
is the great nursery of crime. Prisons are the 
offspring of fear and cowardice! Why be afraid 
of our own fellow-man? Why shut him up from | 
the light of heaven? Why lead him to the hal- 
ter? ‘The true answer is, we have not the spir- 
it of him, who in the midst of a wicked and per- 
verse generation dared to say to a poor, tremb- 
ling culprit, ‘go and sifno more? There is no 
long array .of witnesses; no judge with his 
ermine robe; no reading of an indictment; no of- 
ficer ready with his fetters; no sentence of con- 
demnation. Following this example of Jesus, 














are not willing that God should rule over them. 


the whole system of jurisprudence is forever 
abolished—the Court room becomes the Asylum 
~—the prison falls, and the gallows totters to the 
ground. We close with the following incident 
ofa convict. ‘Itseemsto me,’ said a criminal, 
‘that there never was but one judge on earth who 
understood the right treatment of the criminal.’ 
‘The keeper looked at him with astonishment. 
‘Itwas the man of Calvary,’ answered the pris- 
oner, as his eyes filled with tears. The melting 
words of Christ, ‘ go and sin no more,’ had sunk 


inal.—c, 8. 





The Past. 


Two years have now elapsed since we sent 
our periodical. A great movement has 
grown out of our labors. We have become 
more than ever satisfied of the importance of 
the cause which has claimed so large a share 
of our attention. It isa singular fact that our 
weekly sheet is the only paper in the country de- 
voted to the interests of the prisoner. A new im- 
pulse has been givento the sacred cause of the 
Inviolability of Human life. During~our prog- 
ress, three great subjects have occupied our at- 


rent. 2d. The Improyemeut of Prison Disci- 
pline. $d. The Reformation of Discharged Con- 
victs. Everywhere we have presented these great 
subjects, and some few pulpits have been thrown 
open tous. We believe now, that enough has 
been said to convince our friends of the impor- 
tance of a periodical of thisnature. ll the other 
great movements have the aid of the press. We 
shall enter then on another year with new incen- 
tives to exertion. 

We have now concluded to enlarge the paper, 
and inerease its price. ‘To those who would 
wish to advertise, a small share will be allowed 
them asa help vo the cause. We commence a 
new volume under favorable auspices. We have 
now able contributors and many warm friends. 
We trust that none will forsake us, at least till 
the gallows is removed from our own State.— 
Our plans will be more distinctly laid down in 
our next number.—c. s. 


Our Lasors.—We have been looking over 
the past year ; the following is the result: 

J. M. Spear has lectured about 100 times, and 
travelled about 3000 miles ; C. Spear has trav- 
eled about 1500.miles, and lectured about 100 
times. This has been done besides numerous 
visits to prisons and hundreds of visits to fam- 
ilies to converse on the general subject. In ad- 
dition we have given away some thousands of 
papers and tracts, on rail roads, $c. 





Worcester. 

We have held three meetings in this place. The first 
was on Sunday evening on Capital Punishment. An im- 
mense audience assembled. The case of Leander 
‘Thompson, now under sentence of death, was presented, 
and the general subject discussed. Rev. Mr. Case, Rev. 
Mr. Hill, Rev. Mr. Forbes, severally addressed the meet- 
ing. 

‘The second meeting, on Discharged Convicts, was 
held in Brinley Hall. {t was addressed by C. Spear, J. 
M. Spear, Rev. Mr. Forbes, Rev. Mr. Hill, Rev. E. E. 





Hale and Judge ‘homes. Measures were taken to form 
a County society. A cammittee was chosen consisting 
| of Rev. Albert Case, Charles White, A. ‘Tolman. 

A third meeting was held again on Sabbath evening. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Shelton a Christian 
minister. A large audience assembled to hear, We 
spoke agvin on the Duty of Society towards Discharged 
Convicts. Meeting was again addressed by Rev. Albert 
Case, who had previously preached on the genera) sub- 
| ject during the day. 

During our vist to Worcester we went to Grafton to 


| attend the Worcester Association of Unitarians. Rev. 


Mr. Wilson gave a very interesting Dissertation on the 
Treatment of Criminals. . 

We visited several families and presented the subject. 
Some aided us by their donations. A beautiful incident 


/occurred. A little boy gave us five cents, (his mother 


added thirty more) to aid the prisoner. This will be pu; 
into a fund to educate the child of some criminal; for 
why should children suffer for the crimes of their p.- 
rents ’ 

Many thanks are due the family of Rev. Mr. Case, 
Mr. Phillips and Mr. Tolman for their hospitality. In no 
place have we been better received. We believe that 
from this visit will come forth a society in Worcester aud 
perhaps one in every county in this State, and who knows 
but we may form a society in every State in the Union? 
Who wi] help ?—c. s. 





It hath been said an eye for an eye, a tooth for 
a tooth, but I say unto you, Resist not evil, but 
whosoever smiteth thee op the one cheek, turn 


the other also. 


deep into the beart of the poor condeined crim- 


tention. Ist. The Abolition of Capital Punish- . 
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The Death Penalty in Wiscensin. 


We learn from the Utica Evangelical Magazine 
that a Report has just been made in the Legisla- 
ture (or Constitutional Convention we know not 
which,) of Wisconsin, on the subject of Capital 
Punishment, and the action of that body thereon 
we have every reason to believe this relic of bar- 
barism will be utterly and forever abolished in 
that new State. ‘he Article proposed for adop- 
tion reads as follows : 

‘ Sec. 1. Death as a penalty is forever prohib- 
ited within the limits of this State. 

‘Sec. 2. The Legislature shall in cases where 
the death penalty is ordinarily inflicted, im- 
pose instead thereof, close and solitary confine- 
ment for life in the State Prison without the 
power of pardon, reprieve or commutation,’ 

The committee reported at length and decided 
against the continuance of the death penalty, and 
the article recommended by them was read a first 
and second time, referred to committee of the 
whole, and ordered printed. 





Founp Guiity or Morper.—On Wednesday 
jast, a negro named Grant, more familiarly known 
as ‘ Nero,’ was found guilty of murder in the 
court of Oyer and Terminer, at Bath, Stuben 
county, and was sentenced to be hung on the 18th 
day of January next. He utterly refuses to give 
his consent to an application to the Gevernor for 
a commutation of the sentence to imprisonment. 
He says, ‘If they will only let him out to kill all 
the negroes, he will then go to the gallows satis- 
fied.’—Rochester Daily Advertiser. 





OLD COLONY A. 8. SOCIETY. 


A quarterly meeting of this Society will be holden in 
North Bridgewater on SATURDAY and SUNDAY, day 
and evening, January 2d and 3d, 1847, commencing at 
half past 9 o’clock, A. M., on each day. 

The Universalists’ Society have kindly offered the 
use of their house in which to hold the Convention. 8. 
S. Foster, Loring Moody and other speakers wlll be pres 
H. H. BRIGHAM, Secretary: 


ent. 





JOHN WRIGHT’S CLOTHING ESTABLISHMENT. 
56 UNION-STREET. 


We would call the attertion of our friends to the 
clothing store of Mr. Wright. Our friend keeps 
a first rate assortment of new and second-hand 
elothing. Having had lately to purchase an out- 
side garment we made one call before we went to 
him, and after having priced several things we 
found him to be reasonable. Friend Wright’s as- 
sortment is good, comprising every variety kept 
in a store of thiskind. Will our friends give him 


acall. Remember the number, 56 Union-street. 





The Senior Editor, (Charles Spear) will preach 
on the Duty of Society towards Discharged Con- 
viets, in the Rev. Mr. Stetson’s Church, ( Unitari- 
an) in Medford the second Sabbath in January at 
the regular service, in the afternoon ; and also, in 
the evening, should the friends deem it advisable. 
Will they consider the matter and appoint a 
place? 








EDITOR’S TABLE. 

The Rights and Conditionuf Women considered 
in ‘the Chnrch of the Messiah.’ By Samuel 
J. May. 

We have read this discourse with great pleas- 

We heartily thank our beloved friend for 

We should be giad to have some 


ure. 
publishing it. 
to sell. 

Our thanks to friend Tilden, of Concord, N. H., 
for his seasonable Sermon on the Evangellical Al- 
liance. We loaned it to an esteemed friend and 
he cannot now put his hand upon it. 








Donations in Aid of the Prisoner’s Friend 


Dan’! Rickerson, N. Bedford, $5 00 
R. H. Hall, Norton, 87 
A Friend, - 25 
Dea. Stillman Smith, ‘‘ 50 
Rev. B. F. Newhall, Saugus, 2 00 
Aolnzo G. Grover, Abington, 50 
H. L. Richardson, Attleboro, 1 00 
Ladies in Bedford, 2 63 
Eunice Dorman, Kennebuck, 2 00 
D. Davenport, New Bedford, 1 00 
Joseph Congdon, 2 0 
Nathan Johnson, 1 00 


Clothing from Ladies in Bedford, for the prisoner. 











$16 12 

Amount in last paper, 53 50 
69 62 

To be raised, $500 00 
69 62 

Still needed, $430 38 


Donations from Worcester will be acknowledg- 
ed next Week. 


PROSPECTUS FOR 1847. 


ENLARGEMENT and GREAT IMPROVE- 
MENTS. 

PRISONER’S FRIEND: 
DEVOTED TO CRIMINAL REFORM 
AND TO GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 
PusLisHeD EVERY WEDNESDAY, 

At 40 Cornhill, Boston, 

At $1,50 per annum ; $1,00 for eight months. 

A new volame of this paper commences with the 
coming year with great improvements and additions. 

Every effort will be made to make it rank with the 
leading journals of the day, and every way worthy of 
the beautiful title which it bears. Every seutiment of an 
immoral tendency willbe excluded, so that it will be 
rendered 

AN ACCEPTABLE FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 

To render the articles attractive, it is intended to 

present occasionally 
APPROPRIATE ENGRAVINGS. 

As we are opening a correspondence abroad, we shall 

present many valuable articles from 
THE BEST FOREIGN WRITERS. 

To render the periodical still more interesting, we 

shall present 
THE NEWS OF THE WEEK. 

Such is a sketch of our general plan. How many of 
our old friends will continue their suppért, we kpow 
not. We hope not to miss a single name. On the con- 
trary, will you not rather induce others to join with you? 
The prisoner cannor aid us. Of course our enemies 
will not. To you, therefore, we look for aid in carrying 
forward to its final consummation, this great and be- 
nevolent movement. We ask you to circulate this 
among your friends, and forward to us such sums as 
yon may receive, either as subscriptions to the paper, 
or donations to the cause. Shall not tho PrisoneR’s 
F'R1eND find a generous support? If you do no more, 
send 75 cents for six months of the new volume, which 
commences with the year 1847. 

Now is just the time to subscribe; The subject of 
Capital Punishmsnt will be discussed in Lyceums, Hails 
of Legislation, and, probably, in the Congress of the 
United States. 

It is confidently believed, that no persons here have 
equal facilities for conducting a periodical of this char- 
acter. 

ConrrisutTors :—Thomas C. Upham, Professor 
of Mental and Moral Philosophy, in Bowdain College, 
Me., Walter Channing, M. D., Charles Sumner, Esq., 
8. G. Howe, Secretary of the Massachusetts Asylum 
for the Blind. 

Address C. & J. M. Spear, 40 Cornhill, Boston, 
where may be found also a variety of Books, 








The Washingtonians of Walpole will hold a 
social meeting, at Plympton’s Factory, on Thurs- 
day evening (to morrow) the 24th. 














The THIRTEENTH NATIONAL ANTI-SLAVE- 
RY BAZAAR commenced operation on ‘Tuesday last. 
It will continue for several days. After the third eve- 
ning the meeting will be addressed by able speakers. 





ANNIVERSARY OF MASSACHUSETT S SOCIETY 
FOR THE ABOLITION OF CAPITAL PUNISH- 
MENT. 


The friends of the Anti-Capital Punishment Re- 
form must remember that the anniversary of the 
above Society wil! take place on the fourteenth of 
January next. An Oration will be delivered. The 
place of meeting is not yet known. It is expected 
that there will be a very interesting time. We 
hope to have a meeting that will influence the 
coming session of our Legislature to abolish entire- 
ly the death-penalty. |The meeting will be held 
probably, for one day and evening. 














J. 





E. FARWELL & CO. 


Book, Plain and Fancy 
JOB PRINTERS, 
32 Congress Street, Boston. 

Their facilities are such as to enable them tw do all 
kinds of PRINTING, cheaper than it can be done at 
any other Establishment in Boston. 

Remember the number. J. E. FARWELL, 
A. G. TREADWELL. 


Dec. 9, 1846. ly49 





TILDEN& GANE, 
BOOK-BINDERS, 


(Over B. B. Musseys’s Book-store) 
NO. 31, CORNHILL, Boston, 


PARTICULAR ATTENTION PAID TO BINDING OLD 
BOOKS, MUSIC, PAMPHLETS, &c. 


Blank Books Ruled and Bound of any Pattern, equal 
to any thing done in the city. 
B. F. TILDEN & H. A. GANE. 


Dec. 2, 1846. 6m48 





NOTICE. 


The subscriber would be glad to accommodate a man 
and wife with two or three rooms, or accommodate two 
gentlemen with board. CHARLES SPEAR, 

24 London-Street. 


Teetu Extractepo Wirnout PAIN. 


a few doors South of Summer st., Extracts teeth 
and performs ail other Dental Surgical operations 
without producing pain. In order to do this, the pa- 
tient is required to inhale no Gas, the unpleasant ef- 
fects of which are sometimes experienced for several 
days ; but simply to inspire the Oder of a Chemical 
compound, invented and prepared by Dr. Dudley, which 
creates a very pleasant sensation and leaves the system 
unimpared. That the poor as well as the rich, may 
avail themselves of the benefits of the discovery, they 
will be required to pay only half the usual price. 

Dec. 2, 1846. 3in48 





A Reqvest. Officers of State, Inspectors or War- 
dens of Penitentiaries, Keepers of Juils, Superintendants 
of Insamwe Asylums, Police Magistrates, and others who 
may have documents relating to prison discipline, insan- 
ity, pauperism &c., will confer a great favor on us by 
forwarding copies of their respective publications. All 
such favors will be gratefully acknowledged and cheerful- 
ly reciprocated. 








TRANSIENT BOARDING. 


Persons often visit Boston to spend a few days who do 
not like to go to a Tavern. Especially is this true of 
Ladies. Should such be disposed to call at my house, 
No. 30 London Street, I can accommodate them. My 
house is in the South part of the city, within ten minutes 
walk of the Old-Colony, Worcester, Providence, and 
New-Bedford Depots, J. M. SPEAR. 








STANDING NOTICE. 


ht We occasionally send a number of the ‘ Prison- 
er’s Friend’ to persons who have not subscribed for the 
same; and we do so, that they may have the opportuni- 
ty of seeing what the paper is, and in the hope that some 
of them will be induced to take it. 


REFUGE OF VIOLENCE 
CE. 
* FOR HE HATH LOOKED DOWN FROM THE HEIGHT OF HIS SANC™ 
TUARY; FROM HEAVEN DID THE LORD BEHOLD THE EARTH, TO 


MEAR THE GROANING OF THE PRISONER; TO LOOSE THOSE THAT 
ARE APPOINTED TO DEATH.---Bible. 











UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH! 





VERMONT! Evcene Cuirrorp, for the 
murder of his wife and child ; time of execution 
any day. 

MAINE! Tuomas Txorn, for murder; now 
confined at hard labor in the State Prison: time of 
execution any day. 

NEW-YORK! Titer, for the murder of 
John Covert at Whitehall. Time of execution 
not known 

Grant, a colored man, at Bath, Stuben County. 
Time of execution on Jan. 18 1846, 

Writs Freeman, for the murder of the 
Ven Mest family, near Auburn. 

VIRGINIA! Howrer Hirt, for the murder of 
Major Smith, at Norfolk. Respited till 7th of 
February, 1847. 


ARKANSAS! Martin, for the murder of his 
sister-in-law; time of execution unknown. 


ILLINOIS! Atonzo Pennineton, for the 
murder of Simon Davis. Time of execution not 
fixed. 

MARYLAND! Ww». Wueeter, a slave, for 
engaging in an insurrection; time of execution 
unknown. 

JosepH ALEXANDER, at Baltimore. 
execution 2d Friday in February. 


Time of 


Briveet Harman, at Philadelphia. Time of 
execution not known. 
Cuartes Moster, at Philadelphia. Time of 


execution not known. 
GEORGIA! Crarx Warson, a slave, for 
burglary. Time of execution not known. 


SOUTH CAROLINA! Wriutiam A. Pow- 


ELL, convicted of Kidnapping a colored boy, ani! 


selling him as a slave in Florida. ‘To be execut- 
ed at Darlington on the first Friday in January, 
1847, 


WISCONSIN ! Davin Bonn has been sen- 
tenced to death for ‘the murder of Henry Keene. 
Time of Execution not known. 


MASSACHUSETTS! Leanper Turomp- 
son, now confined in Worcester Jail; convicte:! 
of Arson,—time of execution not fixed. 

OHIO, Rosertr Row ann, for murder of Fran- 
cis Barker at Marshfield, execution March 10th, 
1848. ’ 








BOOKS ON CAPITAL PUNISH- 
MENT, &c. 


AVING opened an office (40 Cornhill) we can now 
-£. meet the wants of our friends in regard to works 
on Capital Punishment. We have a few pamph- 
lets and larger works for sale, some of which are froin 
England. Should the friends of the cause extend to us 
some little encouragement in this way, we Could afford to 
print a variety of tracts The following is a list : 
Essays on Capital Punishment. By Charles 


Spear, © 62 
Irremediability of Capital Punishment, 0 e+ 
ing = on the Death Penalty. By Charles C. 

urleigh, 0 25 
A Report on the Punishment of Death, made to 

the Legislature of the State of New-York. 

By John L. O'Sullivan, 1841, 0 75 
Three Discourses on Capital Punis' ‘ent. By 

E..H. Chapin. 1848, 012 
Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, 

in a letter to the Marquis of Northampton. 

hy John Pell. London. 18465, 0 06 
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